Celebrating the Remarkable Contributions of Katherine Johnson |

“You lose your ﬁuriosiﬁv when Yyou S&OP Learhing." In 1953, Johnsoh began work at the West Area Computing unit of the

National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA). NACA became
NASA i 1958%, The West Compu&ers, as Ehev were khowh, were a group
of African American women. They studied data and provided
mathematical computations that were essential to the success of the
U.S. space program.

“If you attack the problem right,

voufﬁ qget the right answer!”

At NASA, Johnson was a member of the Space Task Group. She
calculated the flight path for the spaae&ra& that put the first US
astronaut in space in 1961, The year before, she had coauthored a

paper with an engineer; it was the first time a woman in her division
received credit as an author of a research report.

BLACK
H I STO RY Her work as a teacher prior to working abt NASA, and her role in
A mathematical contributions while ot NASA, sighéﬂfiﬁav\ﬂj shapeci and
M O N T H T ‘ positively impacted our country. At the age of 97 in 20185, she received
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian hownor in the
United Stakes.

Bori: Aug. 26, 191%
Died: Feb, 24, 2020
Hometown: White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia

Education: BS,, Mathematics and French, West Virginia State College 1937
Hired by NACA: June 1953

Retired from NASA: 19%&




